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PRESS RELEASE RE MR. ARMSTRONG'S RECENT TRIP  

Tuesday,  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  1983 
Tokyo, J a p a n  

H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong,  Pastor G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Worldwide Church o f  God, met 
w i t h  J a p a n e s e  Pr ime M i n i s t e r  Y a s u h i r o  Nakasone t o d a y  i n  Tokyo. The mee t ing  
marked t h e  s e v e n t h  p r ime  m i n i s t e r  o f  J a p a n  t h e  c h u r c h  l e a d e r  h a s  v i s i t e d .  
Nakasone g r a c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  a g i f t  o f  S t e u b e n  c r y s t a l  and t h e  two d i s -  
c u s s e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  labor and t rade  p rob lems  f a c i n g  J a p a n  and t h e  U n i t e d  
States .  

A s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  ended ,  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Nakasone a u t o g r a p h e d  t h e  c o v e r  o f  
t h e  P l a i n  T r u t h ,  a r a p i d l y  growing  news magazine  o f  o v e r  5 . 5  m i l l i o n  circu- 
l a t i o n  whose c o v e r  f e a t u r e d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  l e a d e r .  

Armst rong ,  e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  wor ldwide  magazine ,  h a s  j u s t  comple t ed  a 
four-week f a c t - f i n d i n g  t r i p  t o  t h e  F a r  East .  Dur ing  h i s  o v e r s e a s  v i s i t  t h e  
pas t  month,  King Bhumibol o f  T h a i l a n d  d e c o r a t e d  Armstrong w i t h  t h e  r a n k  o f  
Commander o f  t h e  Most Noble Orde r  o f  t h e  Crown o f  T h a i l a n d .  P r e s i d e n t  
Marcos o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r ,  bes towed upon him t h e  P r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  Merit Medal a t  Malacanang Palace. 

T h i s  w e e k  i n  Tokyo, Emperor H i r o h i t o ' s  b r o t h e r ,  P r i n c e  Mikasa, who had p r e -  
v i o u s l y  d e c o r a t e d  Armstrong t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  a non-Japanese  c i t i z e n  c a n  
r e c e i v e ,  bestowed y e t  a n o t h e r  honor  upon t h e  n i n e t y - y e a r - o l d  p a t r i a r c h .  

Armstrong,  c o l l e g e  f o u n d e r ,  c h u r c h  leader and magazine e d i t o r ,  h a s  been  in -  
v i t e d  to  meet w i t h  o v e r  60  wor ld  leaders d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  14 y e a r s  t o  d i s c u s s  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  wor ld  peace. 

I n t e r v i e w e d  by t h e  press and media,  Armstrong is  s a i d  to  b e  t h e  f o r e m o s t  
a u t h o r  i t y  on  wor I d  p e a c e .  

The g r o u p  w i l l  be d e p a r t i n g  l a t e  t h i s  w e e k  f o r  t h e i r  Pasadena-based head-  
q u a r t e r s .  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

A u s t r a l i a n  Report Our second  n a t i o n a l  Summer E d u c a t i o n a l  Programme ( D e c e m -  
ber 23 t o  J a n u a r y  13)  was a g r e a t  success. Two hundred  and  s i x t y  campers 
from a l l  o v e r  A u s t r a l i a  ( a n d  o n e  from M a l a y s i a )  g a t h e r e d  a t  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  
S.E.P. camp s i t e  o n  t h e  edge  o f  L a k e  Moogerah, a two-hour d r i v e  from our 
r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  a t  B u r l e i g h  Heads. 

For a n  a c t i o n - p a c k e d  t h r e e  w e e k s ,  our young p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and ' 

r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  o n  a wide r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s - - a r c h e r y ,  r i f l e r y ,  h o r s e  
r i d i n g ,  rock c l i m b i n g  and a b s e i l i n g  [ r e p e l l i n g ] ,  agronomy, d a n c i n g ,  photo-  
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g r a p h y ,  l a p i d a r y ,  l e a t h e r c r a f t ,  g e o l o g y ,  water s k i i n g ,  camp improvement,  
bush  c r a f t ,  o r i e n t e e r i n g  [ w i l d e r n e s s  s k i l l s 1  and  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  

W e  were e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  support g i v e n  by t h e  v i s i t i n g  S.E.P. 
s t a f f  f rom Pasadena .  Mt. Kevin Dean, Youth O p p o r t u n i t i e s  U n i t e d  Di rec tor ,  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  camp as  Mr. A r m s t t o n g ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and  g a v e  v a l u a b l e  
d i r e c t i o n  and g u i d a n c e  o n  implement ing  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  pol ic ies  f o r  t h e  
y o u t h  i n  God's Church. 

A l s o  a s s i s t i n g  a t  t h e  camp from H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Pasadena  were M r .  Dean ' s  
a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  Y.0.U O f f i c e ,  Mr. J e b  E g b e r t  and h i s  w i f e  B a r b a r a ,  M r .  
R o s s  Ju t sum of M u s i c  S e r v i c e s ,  and s i x  Ambassador C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s .  T h e i r  
e n t h u s i a s m  and s u p p o r t  added immeasurably t o  t h e  success o f  t h e  camp. 

W e  a l so  w i s h  t o  convey  special  t h a n k s  to  a l l  S.E.P. s t a f f  drawn from t h e  
membership of t h e  Church.  T h e i r  t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  young 
people a t  t h e  camp were most a p p r e c i a t e d .  

W e  were pleased t o  welcome t o  A u s t r a l i a  t h i s  month M r .  and  M r s .  Mark  E l l i s  
and t h e i r  s o n s ,  David ,  Benny and  C h a r l e s .  A f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  m i n i s t e r i n g  
to  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  I r e l a n d ,  M r .  E l l i s  is  now p a s t o r i n g  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  
t h e  s o u t h  Sydney area. 

T h i s  month w e  were o n c e  a g a i n  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a f i n e  i n c r e a s e  i n  income--up 
23.5% o v e r  J a n u a r y  l a s t  y e a r .  Our m a i l i n g  s t a f f  was kep t  busy  p r o c e s s i n g  

' 14,428 l e t t e r s  and  m a i l i n g  o u t  o v e r  21,000 e n v e l o p e s  c o n t a i n i n g  b o o k l e t s  
and a r t i c l e s  for i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r s .  

Responses  t o  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r  of O c t o b e r ,  3.982 have  come 
i n  q u i t e  s t r o n g l y  and ,  so f a r ,  11,945 o f  o u r  A u s t r a l i a n  s u b s c r i b e r s  have  
r e t u r n e d  t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u e s t  coupons .  These  r e s p o n s e s  r e p r e s e n t  17.5% 
o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  PLAIN TRUTH m a i l i n g  list.  

Some s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r  r e s p o n s e s  f rom t h e  A s i a n  area h a v e  a l r e a d y  r e a c h e d  
u s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  i n v o l v e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  some months y e t  b e f o r e  
r e s u l t s  f rom t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  become a v a i l a b l e .  

S p a n i s h - l a n g u a q e  Area N e w s  As w e  look back  on  1982, i t  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  be t h e  
g r e a t e s t  y e a r  of g rowth  by f a r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  area 
o f  t h e  Work o f  God. 

The s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  of La PURA VERDAD grew by 75% i n  1982 and r e a c h e d  
194,882 a t  y e a r ' s  end--the h i g h e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  o n  r e c o r d .  T h i s  breaks t h e  
p r e v i o u s  h i g h  of 144,415 which was set  i n  1973. To r e a c h  t h i s  l e v e l ,  
109,754 new s u b s c r i b e r s  were added--more t h a n  i n  any  o t h e r  y e a r  and 39% 
more t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h i g h  i n  1981. 

I n  1982 t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of t h e  S p a n i s h  GOOD NEWS rose 17%, r e a c h i n g  a t o t a l  
of 2,320. With t h e  o f f e r i n g  of t h e  magazine  t o  a l l  CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
s t u d e n t s ,  w e  expect a f a r  more d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  1983. 

Although t h e  number o f  co-workers and d o n o r s  h a s  been  i n c r e a s i n g  s u b s t a n -  
t i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  1982 e x p e r i e n c e d  a remarkable l e a p  i n  
t h e s e  categories.  A t o t a l  of 2,519 new d o n o r s  were added i n  1982, more t h a n  
e v e r  before and 94% more t h a n  i n  1981! T h e r e  were 658 new co-workers added 
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in 1982, 60% more than in 1981. Co-workers and donors on our list were 
respectively 46% and 83% more than the previous year. Not surprisingly, 
65% of all donors and 53% of all co-workers are from the United States and 
Puerto Rico. 

Income for 1982 was eight percent over 1981 ( U . S .  income is not included). 
This may sound somewhat low, but it must be borne in mind that income 
figures are reported in U.S. dollars rather than in local currencies. 
Massive devaluations in some countries in 1982 have greatly affected the 
income reports in dollars. For example, Mexico, which accounts for roughly 
half of our income, had a 67% increase in income over 1981 in pesos, yet due 
to devaluations during the year their income shows a 10% decrease in income 
in dollars! Dollar income in Argentina, Chile and Peru was similarly 
affected due to devaluations in 1982. 

Four new ministers were added in 1982 to help meet the growth and needs in 
the Spanish-speaking area. They were Messrs. Salvador Barragan and Daniel 
Vasquez, Mexico; Mr. Reginald Killingley, Pasadena, but soon to be trans- 
ferred to Peru and Mr. Mauricio Perez, Colombia, but soon to be transferred 
to Venezuela. In addition, Messrs. Mario Seiglie (Chile) and Alberto Sousa 
(Argentina) were raised to the rank of preaching elder. 

Appreciation for the Second Ministerial Refreshing Proqram 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

My wife and I thank you deeply for the opportunity of attending 
the Ministerial Refreshing Program. We came to Pasadena expect- 
ing the very best. What was awaiting us was even better than 
anticipated. 

The Ambassador College campus was just as beautiful and inspiring 
as expected. The "extra" was God's Spirit present in the lives 
of the ministry, faculty and students. The unity, sense of pur- 
pose and attitudes were positively inspiring and stimulating. 

The most helpful and informative classroom sessions, the fellow- 
ship with ministers, faculty, students and brethren all combined 
to make the session what you express in your presentation--most 
refreshing. 

The brethren are excited about the news from Headquarters and all 
our prayers are with you and those assisting you in the Great 
Commission God has given to you. 

Carrol and Phyllis Bryant 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

It is difficult to find words to express our feelings after 
attending the Ministerial Refreshing Program in January of this 
year. The honour and privilege to attend was a great blessing 
and we thank you for making it possible. 

But much more we are thankful for having our minds stretched 
spiritually and for the spiritual tools that will enable us to 
better encourage and lead God's people. 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, FEBRUARY 18 ,  1 9 8 3  PAGE 4 

I t  was t h r i l l i n g  t o  see how s t r o n g l y  God and  C h r i s t  a re  working 
t h r o u g h  you i n  l e a d i n g  t h e  Church ,  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  and  
p r e a c h i n g  t h e  g o s p e l .  We p r a y  f o r  you d a i l y  f o r  s t r e n g t h  and 
wisdom to  wear t h e  heavy m a n t l e  God h a s  l a i d  on  your  s h o u l d e r s .  

K e i t h  and Pamela S t o n e r  

M r .  H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and I h a v e  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  s e s s i o n  of 
t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program and want  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  
h a v i n g  s u c h  a program and f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  a t t e n d .  I t  is so 
p l e a s a n t  t o  be a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  once  a g a i n  and  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  
e s p r i t  de corps and  u n i t y  t h a t  t o d a y  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y .  We 
thank  you f o r  b e i n g  used  t o  b r i n g  i t  back .  The MRP h a s  p l a y e d  a 
l a r g e  role i n  b r i n g i n g  i t  back a s  w e l l .  T h e  men you have  ap- 
p o i n t e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e  classes s e t  a f i n e  example  and have  i n s p i r e d  
u s  a l l  to  work h a r d e r  and  b e t t e r  in t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  C h r i s t .  Your 
message t o  u s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  your  h e a r t - t o - h e a r t  comments a t  t h e  
e n d ,  were much a p p r e c i a t e d  and w i l l  be  long  remembered. 

Dan and  B a r b a r a  Rogers 

Dear Mr. T k a c h :  

My w i f e  and I have  n e v e r  been  s t u d e n t s  a t  one  o f  God ' s  c o l l e g e s  so 
w e  were a l l  t h e  more t h r i l l e d  and  e x c i t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  
t h i r t e e n t h  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. W e  had t h e  added 
b l e s s i n g  o f  a t t e n d i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  m i n i s t e r s  f rom t h e  L a t i n  
American c o u n t r i e s ,  e n a b l i n g  u s  t o  h e a r  f i r s t h a n d  a b o u t  b r e t h r e n  
and c o n d i t i o n s  i n  o ther  c o u n t r i e s  where God is d o i n g  H i s  W o r k .  

The  Ambassador campus i s  b e a u t i f u l  and  wherever  w e  went  a t  Head- 
quar te rs  w e  c o u l d  see God's way p r o d u c i n g  p r o p e r  and  happy re- 
s u l t s .  I t  was a g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t o  s i t  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who 
were a l w a y s  beaming and so f r i e n d l y .  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e t  u s  a l l  a f i n e  example of w h a t  con- 
d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  wor ld  tomorrow w i l l  be  l i k e .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d  
see t h e  "back on  t r ack"  a tmosphe re  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  campus. Thank 
you f o r  g i v i n g  u s  e x a c t l y  what was needed .  

Joe and  Bobbi  Cheperdak 

Mr. Joe Tkach: 

J u s t  wanted t o  take t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  convey and express our 
deepest t h a n k s  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  M r .  Armst rong ,  y o u ,  and a l l  
t h e  others  i n v o l v e d  who made M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program N o .  
13 s u c h  a p r o f i t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e !  

I t  is  a j o y  t o  come t o  H e a d q u a r t e r s  and see t h e  Godly o r i e n t a t i o n  
a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  u n i t y  and teamwork o f  a l l  those s e r v i n  a t  

t o  s e r v e  i n  t h e  W o r k  and  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  most High God! 
t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  of G o d ' s  Work! What an honor  we h a v e  4 e e n  g i v e n  

Kenneth and B a r b a r a  M a r t i n  
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Dear Mr. Tkach: 

My w i f e  and I want  t o  thank  you and a l l  t h e  men a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
f o r  a v e r y  i n s p i r i n g  and u p l i f t i n g  R e f r e s h i n g  Program, Never 
s i n c e  w e  have  been  i n  God ' s  Church have  w e  s e e n  s u c h  warmth and 
t o g e t h e r n e s s  a s  w e  saw a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  T r u l y  God h a s  H i s  C h u r c h  
back on  t r ack .  W e  are  p r a y i n g  f o r  M r .  Armstrong and a l l  t h e  men 
a t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  Keep u p  t h e  good w o r k .  W e  a l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  

Don and C o l l e e n  E r i c k s o n  

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

CONCORD, NH/MONTPELIER, VT--KEN WILLIAMS: Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  t a p e d  
sermons  and l e t t e r s  are m o t i v a t i n g  t h e  b r e t h r e n .  S e v e r a l  l e a d e r s  
i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  have  commented on  t h e i r  need t o  g e t  t h e i r  
p r ior i t ies  s t r a i g h t .  One man s t a t e d  h e  f e e l s  h e  h a s  been  a s l e e p  
and  is now waking up. Two others s a i d  t h e y  want  t o  s e r v e  more 
t h a n  e v e r  b u t  f e e l  too s p r e a d  o u t .  Some o f  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l -  
i t i e s  a re  b e i n g  d e l e g a t e d  t o  others.  Another  l e a d e r  s a i d  t h a t  h e  
now r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  need more t h a n  e v e r  t o  spend more time s e e k i n g  
God and w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y .  S e v e r a l  h a v e  commented o n  n e e d i n g  t o  
spend more time i n  p r a y e r ,  B i b l e  s t u d y  and  f a s t i n g  so t h a t  t h e y  
c a n  overcome more. 

ST. JOSEPH, MO--JAMES WELLS: M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  tapes h a v e  r e a l l y  
been  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  r e c e i v e d  h e r e .  The b r e t h r e n  see more t h a n  
ever b e f o r e  how r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  his t r i p s  abroad a re .  H e  g e t s  
t h e  r ea l  f e e l  o f  how e v e n t s  a re  s p e e d i n g  up toward  t h e  end  of t h i s  
a g e !  N e w  l e t t e r s  from p o t e n t i a l  members h a v e  been  coming almost 
e v e r y  w e e k  and  s e e i n g  new p e o p l e  a t  s e r v i c e s  i n s p i r e s  t h e  
b r e t h r e n ,  

BIRMINGHAM (AM & PM) -JASPER, AL--KENNETH MARTIN: The b r e t h r e n  
are  most encouraged  by t h e  many p o s i t i v e  t r e n d s  i n  God ' s  W o r k !  
They c a n  see t h e  f r u i t s  from God 's  b l e s s i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  H i s  
apostle,  M r .  Armst rong ,  and  t h e  Church a s  a whole!  The World 
Tomorrow te lecas t  c o n t i n u e s  to  b r i n g  i n  new p o t e n t i a l  member re- 
q u e s t s  o f  a h i g h  cal iber .  

PORTLAND (WEST), OR--DAN FRICKE: There seems t o  be an increased 
l e v e l  of B i b l e  s t u d y  for most members i n  t h e  Church b e c a u s e  of 
Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  tapes and program. More members are  a t t e n d i n g  
B i b l e  s t u d y  and as  a r e s u l t  t h e r e  have  been  more q u e s t i o n s .  
Despite t h e  "normal  p r o b l e m s , "  t h e  a t t i t u d e  i n  g e n e r a l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  b e  one  of c o o p e r a t i o n  and r e s p o n s i v e n e s s ,  

CLARKSBURG, WV/WASHINGTON-BELLE VERNON, PA--DAVID JOHNSON: 
Q u i t e  a few o f  t h e  young a d u l t s  who h a v e  grown up i n  t h e  Church 
are  now g i v i n g  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  bap t i sm.  I n  e v e r y  case 
i t  seems t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  pushy ,  and  
t h a t  t h e  young people have  come u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o n  t h e i r  own. 

TAMPA, FL--RONALD A. LOHR: The re  is  a good e s p r i t  d e  corps among 
our Y.O.U. Because  o f  t h e  good examples  o f  f o u r  of o u r  Y.O.U.  
members, w e  now have  four young people a t t e n d i n g  Church and 
Y.O.U.  a c t i v i t i e s  e v e n  though t h e i r  p a r e n t s  have  no  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  Church.  
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PORTSMOUTH-CHILLICOTHE, OH--DAVID TREYBIG: One o f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
i n  t h e  Por t smou th  area (Adams) has  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  un 
employment i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Ohio w i t h  26.2%, and t h e  c o u n t y  w i t h  
t h e  l a r g e s t  number of members ( S c i o t o )  is n o t  f a r  b e h i n d  w i t h  a n  
unemployment r a t e  of 22%. I n  sp i t e  o f  these f i g u r e s ,  God h a s  
b l e s s e d  a l l  b u t  o n e  o f  our men w i t h  some k i n d  o f  employment. I n  
many cases t h e  j o b s  d o  n o t  pay v e r y  w e l l ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  our men 
h a v e  j o b s .  W e  are  indeed  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r  Creator and 
P r o v i d e r !  

--Joe Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

UPDATE FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Mail C e n t e r  S e r v e s  a Growing Worldwide Work 

The Work  o f  God is c o n t i n u i n g  t o  see e n c o u r a g i n g  g rowth  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
wor ld .  As t h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Work h e l p  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  h a r v e s t ,  t h e y  
are s e r v e d  i n  a number of ways by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Mail C e n t e r  (IMC) , which 
is  p a r t  of t h e  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  h e r e  i n  Pasadena .  Here is a b r i e f  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  and s e r v i c e .  

I n  1982, a s  p a r t  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  d e s i r e  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  mail p r o c e s s i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  wor ldwide  and b u i l d  g r e a t e r  u n i t y ,  M r .  Ron Urwi l le r  f rom t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Mail C e n t e r  and I made v i s i t s  t o  m 0 s . t  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  
o f f i c e s .  C h a n n e l s  o f  communica t ion  were opened a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  exchange  
f a c t s  and i d e a s .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  IMC h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a l i n k  be tween MPC and t h e  
r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  f o r  m a i l  p r o c e s s i n g  matters. Many ways have  been  found to 
s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e s  more e f f e c t i v e l y  and to  improve t h e  two-way 
f l o w  of i n f o r m a t i o n .  

IMC m a i n t a i n s  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t s  and f i l e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  areas 
and l a n g u a g e s  which d o  n o t  have  access t o  a computer. A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  
i n c l u d e s  t h e  Dutch,  German, I t a l i a n ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  P h i l i p p i n e s  and S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s ts  a s  w e l l  a s  E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e  readers i n  t h e  Car- 
i b b e a n ,  C e n t r a l  and  S o u t h  America and  J a p a n .  

Mail is r e c e i v e d  and  r e a d  i n  e a c h  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e ,  t h e n  names of new p e o p l e  
or c h a n g e s  to  t h e  f i l e s  are  s e n t  r e g u l a r l y  t o  IMC where  t h i s  d a t a  is e n t e r e d  
i n t o  t h e  computer .  Addres s  l a b e l s ,  l i s t i n g s  and  reports  are  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  
t o  t h e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  as needed .  

A number o f  m a i l i n g s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  areas a re  p r e p a r e d  and  s e n t  d i r e c t l y  
f rom Pasadena .  These  i n c l u d e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  Y.E.S. 
B i b l e  l e s s o n s ,  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  s e m i a n n u a l  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  and  
many o t h e r s .  A l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o o r d i n a t i n g  and s c h e d u l i n g  f o r  t h e s e  j o b s  
is p r o v i d e d  by IMC. 

By u t i l i z i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  IMC, t h e  o f f i c e s  e n j o y  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a 
l a r g e  computer  and i t s  s u p p o r t  s t a f f ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  costs o f  owning or 
l e a s i n g  t h e i r  own sys t em.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  there a re  ways t o  mail  t o  other  
c o u n t r i e s  f rom h e r e ,  t h r o u g h  b o t h  t h e  U.S. Pos ta l  S e r v i c e  and  p r i v a t e  
c o u r i e r s ,  which  a re  f a s t  and  economica l .  Due to  s t e a d y  wor ldwide  g rowth ,  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Mail C e n t e r  h a s  been  kept  v e r y  b u s y  d u r i n g  t h e  pas t  y e a r .  
N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s ts  i t  m a i n t a i n s  d o u b l e d  i n  s i z e  d u r i n g  
1982. A l l  t h e  s i g n s  so fa r  t h i s  y e a r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  upward t r e n d  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e .  
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Unusual  F i n a n c i a l  B l e s s i n g s  

O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  members and co-workers send  i n  t i t h e s  and o f f e r i n g s  from un- 
u s u a l  g i f t s  and b l e s s i n g s .  T h i s  w e e k  w e  a re  f e a t u r i n g  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  
d e s c r i b i n g  some o f  t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s .  

You migh t  be  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  hear what  God h a s  done  for u s  s i n c e  I 
began  t i t h i n g .  About a y e a r ' a g o ,  w e  were l i v i n g  i n  a r e a l  dump. 
The h o u s e  was i n  s u c h  bad shape t h a t  t h e  termites  had  deserted 
u s .  The w i r i n g  was so bad t h a t  o n l y  t w o  o v e r h e a d  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  
whole house  worked. I t  was so h a r d  to  h e a t ,  e v e n  w i t h  a wood 
s t o v e ,  t h a t  water d r i p p i n g  i n  t h e  b a t h t u b  f r o z e  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  
r u n  o u t  t h e  d r a i n .  

T h e r e  was a t h r e e - y e a r  u r b a n  r e n o v a t i o n  program g o i n g  o n  i n  our 
ne ighborhood .  A t  t h e  v e r y  end  o f  t h e  program,  a f t e r  w e  had g i v e n  
up  hope ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  to  t a k e  i n  o u r  p r o p e r t y .  Under f e d e r a l  law 
w e  were e l i g i b l e  for up t o  $15,000 i n  r e l o c a t i o n  b e n e f i t s .  T h i s  
p a i d  f o r  a v e r y  n i c e  brand-new mobi l e  home. I t  a l so  c o v e r e d  t h e  
cost o f  d r i l l i n g  a w e l l ,  b u i l d i n g  a d r i v e w a y ,  and buy ing  and i n -  
s t a l l i n g  a septic t a n k .  I f  h a v i n g  a f r e e  home p r a c t i c a l l y  handed 
t o  you is n o t  a b l e s s i n g ,  I d o n ' t  know what is! 

M.S. ( M a r y v i l l e ,  TN) 

T h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  o f f e r i n g  is t h e  r e s u l t  of a n  i n s u r a n c e  s e t t l e -  
ment from a car wreck I was i n v o l v e d  i n  a y e a r  and a h a l f  ago.  
The po l i ceman  and  o t h e r s  who saw t h e  car were amazed I was n o t  
k i l l e d  o n  t h e  s p o t .  God v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  i n t e r v e n e d  and protected 
m e .  I am more t h a n  happy t o  now b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  a n  ex t ra  amount 
t o  t h e  Work t h a t  would n o t  have  been  p o s s i b l e  o t h e r w i s e .  

T.T. ( B a r t o n v i l l e ,  I L )  

My PT s t a n d  i s  a t  my h u s b a n d ' s  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n .  L a s t  w e e k  a c u s -  
tomer g a v e  him $ 2 0  for g a s  and i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  " th row t h e  
b a l a n c e  on  t h i s , "  p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  PTs. The bill came to  $19.80.  
The cus tomer  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a f i v e - d o l l a r  b i l l  and s a i d  t o  add 
t h a t  to  t h e  twen ty -cen t  b a l a n c e .  

Mrs. G.H. (Oklahoma C i t y ,  OK) 

I know t h a t  God's l a w  of t i t h i n g  w o r k s .  Concern ing  g l e a n i n g ,  
a f t e r  w e  pick a c r o p ,  w e  u s u a l l y  d o n a t e  t e n  t o  twen ty  p e r c e n t  t o  
t h e  food  bank ,  t h e n  w e  g o  home and d o n a t e  a n o t h e r  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  
p e r c e n t  t o  p e o p l e  who are  i n  need.  P r e t t y  soon  w e  h a v e  so much 
food on hand,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t  r i d  o f .  The more w e  t r y  t o  
g i v e  t o  t h e  needy t h e  more w e  r e c e i v e  and sometimes it  g e t s  so 
r i d i c u l o u s  I wish  I knew how t o  s h u t  i t  o f f .  

Conce rn ing  money, I n e v e r  g a v e  i t  much t h o u g h t  b e f o r e .  I t  seemed 
t h a t  w e  a lways  had j u s t  enough t o  g o  from o n e  pay  d a y  t o  t h e  n e x t  
i f  w e  were v e r y  l u c k y  and  watched e v e r y  penny l i k e  a hawk. I am 
now r e a d y  t o  g i v e  God's law o f  t i t h i n g  w i t h  money a chance .  En- 
closed is a check .  

D . J .  ( P o r t l a n d ,  OR) 

T h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  I was b a p t i z e d  i n t o  God's Church ,  I was awakened 
a t  3:30  a.m. by a n  u n u s u a l l y  s h a r p  p a i n  i n  my s tomach.  I g o t  u p  
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and ,  a s  it p e r s i s t e d ,  I went o u t s i d e  for a w a l k .  I t  was t h e n  t h a t  
I n o t i c e d  ice forming  on  t h e  cars. I immedia t e ly  b u i l t  smudge 
f i r e s  a r o u n d  my v i n e y a r d .  The s t a g n a n t  c o l d  a i r  began  moving and 
t h e  temperature came up a b o u t  o n e  d e g r e e .  

Later t h a t  day  no  e v i d e n c e  o f  any f ros t  damage c o u l d  be o b s e r v e d  
i n  my v i n e y a r d .  However, my n e a r e s t  n e i g h b o r  had h i s  c r o p  t o t a l -  
l y  d e s t r o y e d ,  and  t h e  n e x t  n e i g h b o r ' s  v i n e y a r d  s u s t a i n e d  s p o t t y  
damage. 

My s tomach p a i n  h a s  m y s t e r i o u s l y  v a n i s h e d .  My t i t h e s  and o f f e r -  
i n g s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  The E t e r n a l  p r o t e c t s  H i s  i n v e s t m e n t .  

V.M. ( F r e s n o ,  CA) 

- -Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

GERMAN ELECTION; WHY THE WEST IS L O S I N G ;  FIRES I N  AUSTRALIA 
O p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r  Hans-Jochen Voge l ,  r e v e r s i n g  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a n d ,  h a s  o p e n l y  
a p p e a l e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  f rom t h e  a n t i - n u c l e a r  Greens  p a r t y  t o  h e l p  t o p p l e  
C h a n c e l l o r  H e l m u t  Kohl i n  West Germany's March 6 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  "AS a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  c h a n c e l l o r  I see no s e n s e  i n  r e j e c t i n g  my e l e c t i o n  by a major- 
i t y  of t h e  Bundes tag  who have  been  c h o s e n  by t h e  p e o p l e  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
G r e e n s  h e l p  make  u p  t h e  m a j o r i t y , "  Vogel t o l d  t h e  weekly newspaper  D I E  
ZEIT.  

Vogel ,  l e a d e r  of t h e  Social  Democrats ,  p r e v i o u s l y  made no b i d  f o r  Greens  
s u p p o r t ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  n o t  o p e n l y  r e j ec t  i t .  Vogel,  however ,  h a s  r u l e d  
o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of fo rming  a c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p .  The G r e e n s ,  a 
small p a r t y  o f  n e u t r a l i s t s ,  p a c i f i s t s ,  ecologists and  a n t i - n u c l e a r  
a c t i v i s t s ,  m i g h t  h o l d  t h e  b a l a n c e  of power i n  t h e  Bundes t ag ,  t h e  lower 
house  of P a r l i a m e n t .  

The March 6 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  is s h a p i n g  u p  a s  a t e s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  re- 
s o l v e  t o  s u p p o r t  U.S. d e f e n s e  p o l i c y  i n  Europe .  Greens  p a r t y  l e a d e r  P e t r a  
K e l l y  s a i d  l a s t  w e e k  t h e  g r o u p  w i l l  s u p p o r t  Vogel  i n  t h e  Bundes t ag  v o t e  f o r  
c h a n c e l l o r  o n l y  i f  t h e  S o c i a l  Democratic c a n d i d a t e  c l e a r l y  re jec ts  U.S. 
medium-range missiles and  atomic power. And i n  a Wednesday s p e e c h  i n  t h e  
B a v a r i a n  town of V i l s h o f e n ,  Vogel  a g a i n  b randed  K o h l ' s  C h r i s t i a n  Democratic 
P a r t y  a s  t h e  so-called "U.S. R o c k e t  P a r t y . "  Vogel s a i d  a v o t e  f o r  Kohl is  a 
v o t e  f o r  dep loymen t  of U.S. P e r s h i n g - I 1  and c r u i s e  miss i les  i n  West Ger- 
many. 

H o w  Moscow i s  Winning t h e  West--by Grabb ing  t h e  R e a l  R e i n s  o f  Power 

Why a re  West Germany and most o f  t h e  o t h e r  West European  c o u n t r i e s  (except 
C a t h o l i c  F r a n c e )  so s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  p r e s s u r e  f rom c o m m u n i s t / s o c i a l i s t  p ropa -  
ganda  t h e s e  d a y s ?  A Dutchman, J a n  Van Houten,  who writes f o r  t h e  West Ger- 
man p u b l i c a t i o n ,  CRITICON,  a n a l y z e d  t h i s  phenomenon i n  v e r y  c lear  terms i n  
t h e  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1983 issue o f  t h e  WALL STREET JOURNAL: 

... Only t h e  l e f t  seems to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  power i n  modern s o c i e t y  
d o e s n ' t  p r i m a r i l y  mean c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  
government  or t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  a s  t h e  European  r i g h t  d e l u d e s  it- 
s e l f  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g .  The l e f t  h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t o d a y  power 
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means first and foremost control of the means of communication - and socialization--schools, universities, churches and, above 
-* all - the - mass media. It's in these institutions that public 
opinion is shaped and articulated and the national ethos, the 

mean 
and 
-* all 
opin 

- - 
,s - first and foremost control of the means of communication 
socialization--schools, universities, churches and, above -- the mass media. It's in these institutions that public 
ion is shaped and articulated and the national ethos, the 

idea a society holds of itself, is molded. It's where decisions 
are made about what will be talked about--El Salvador or the de- 
ployment of cruise missiles--or played down--Afghanistan and the 
Soviet arms buildup. ... 
When in 1967 the German student leader Rudi [ "the Red"] Dutschke 
was asked how he and his small bunch of revolutionaries thought 
they could achieve their ambitious goals, he answered, "By a long 
march through the institutions." And that's exactly what has 
been happening during the last 15 years or so.... 

The ascendancy of the left in the mass media and in so many 
schools and universities has led to a cultural revolution, a 
radical change in values, attitudes and ideological outlook. The 
new conventional wisdom is that equality is more important than 
freedom; capitalism is a system based on greed and gross inequal- 
ity and hence morally inferior to socialism; the poverty of the 
so-called Third World is the result of Western exploitation; the 
most important conflict of our age isn't between Western demo- 
cracy and Marxist totalitarianism but between the rich North and 
the poor South. [Note: The very same themes appear over and over 
in every issue of NEW TIMES, the English-language Soviet news- 
weekly. I 
How is it possible that so many people accept these dangerous 
misconceptions? The answer is simple. On matters that are of 
immediate concern, the man in the street is quite capable of 
making up his own mind. But when it comes to matters of which he 
knows next to nothing, arcane issues pertaining to foreign 
policy, nuclear energy or defense, he is completely dependent on 
the information he gets from the communications industry. If the 
media constantly play down the Soviet military threat or depict 
guerrillas in El Salvador as freedom fighters against a fascist 
regime, then it can only be expected that even dyed-in-the-wool 
conservatives will start wondering whether the deployment of new 
missiles in Europe is necessary and whether America is backing 
the right side in Central America.... 

There is a moral to the story. The European right must finally 
grasp that electoral victories will be of little avail as long as 
they leave the institutions of the consciousness industry to the 
left. Unless the present attitude changes, even the best of 
policies will fail. ~ There is no doubt that the battle for the 
preservation of a free Europe will be won or lost not in the 
arliaments but in schools, churches universities, newspapers 

- -  -- -- - - -  
-' le v i s ion s ta t ions . - 

The Not-too-surprising Attitudes of Television Executives 

In this column in the March 26, 1982 issue of the PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, 
we published the findings of research into the social and political 
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attitudes of people high up in the news media in the United States. Now, 
the same researchers have published a report on the attitudes of Holly- 
wood's most influential TV writers, producers and executives. Here is a 
summary of the report, as received over our AP wire of February 15, 1983. 

Top Hollywood creators of the entertainment fare on television 
are predominantly secular in outlook, politically liberal and 
shun religion a new study finds. It also finds - that they seek to 
reform society toward their views.. .says the report of flndcns 
about Hollywood's most influential TV writers, producers and 
executives. 

-- 
-. 

"Their value orientation is fundamentally different from that of - the general public" says the report published in PUBLICOPINION, 
a magazine of the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy 
Research in Washington. "On such issues as abortion, homosexuai 
rights and extramarital - sex their views diverge sharply from 
traditional values." Ninety-three percent of the Hollywood pro- 
fessionals turning out the main TV entertainment seldom or never 
attend religious services the findings show, compared to 41 per- 
cent of Americans who attend weekly or more often. 

The study involved detailed interviews with 104 key people who 
make TV shows chosen on the basis of their prominence in the in- 
dustry, each of them associated with two or more successful 
prime-time series. The three scholars who made the study ... are 
political scientist Robert Lichter of George Washington Univer- 
sity, professor of government Stanley Rothman of Smith College 
and Linda Lichter, research associate both at Columbia and George 
Wash ing ton Un iver s it ie s . 
The study is part of a series being made about attitudes of 
leaders in various fields. A previous phase found that key pro- 
fessionals in the news media are far less religious than the 
general public. But those making TV entertainment - were found to 
differ even moredrastically with-most Americans - in attitudes 
toward religion - and social - and moral issues. 

Among the TV entertainment makers 80 percent -- do not regard homo- 
sexual relations as wrong and 51 percent do not regard adultery 
as wrong. Of the 49 percent who do, only 17 percent feel that way 
strongly. Nearly all--97 percent--believe a woman has right to 
decide for herself about having an abortiof, 91 percent holdin -- that vie7stronqly. " In comparison to those views, studies f ini 
85 percent of Americans consider adultery wrong and 71 percent 
consider homosexual activity wrong. On abortion, surveys of 
specific views about it find 73 percent want it limited to cer- 
tain hard cases or banned. 

-- 

Among the TV entertainment makers 75 percent call themselves 
political liberals compared to 27 percent of the public that does 
so. Most of the TV entertainment creators are white males from 
urban centers, 82  percent being reared in metropolitan areas, 
mostly in California or Northeastern cities. mVery few have 
roots in middle America" the report says. 
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I t  s a y s  most a r e  w e l l  e d u c a t e d  and " e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  w e l l  p a i d , "  
two t h i r d s  o f  them w i t h  income o v e r  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a y e a r . . . .  while 
t h e y  a f f i r m  c a p i t a l i s m ,  most re jec t  American social  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
and s t r u c t u r e s ,  s a y i n g  t h e y  cause a l i e n a t i o n . . . .  "Two o u t  of 
three b e l i e v e  t h a t  2 s h o u l d  be 2 major f o r c e  f o r  soc ia l  re form" 
t h e  r e p o r t  s a y s .  "According to  t e l e v i s i o n ' s  creators  t h e y  a r e  
n o t  i n  i t  j u s t  for t h e  money. They a l so  seek t o  move t h e i r  
a u d i e n c e  toward t h e i r  own v i s i o n  of t h e  good s o c i e t y . "  

I n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e  C h u r c h e s . . .  

I n  America's u n i v e r s i t i e s  a small  b u t  f e r v e n t  g r o u p  o f  r a d i c a l  l e f t i s t  p ro-  
fessors--many o f  them avowed Marxists-is expanding  i ts  f o o t h o l d - - p r i m a r i l y  
on t h e  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  s e a b o a r d s .  Some c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
a c t i v e l y  r ec ru i t  Marxist p r o f e s s o r s  i n  t h e  way t h e y  used  to  r ec ru i t  b l a c k s  
or women. The r ad ica l s - -mos t  o f  them former s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s t s  o f  t h e  
1960s--are  e s p e c i a l l y  p rominen t  on h i s t o r y  f a c u l t i e s  where t h e y  attempt t o  
r e c a s t  American h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  Marxism's  p e r s p e c t i v e  on  "class 
s t r u g g l e "  and o p p r e s s i o n .  

The U n i v e r s i t y  of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Berke ley  began t h e  infamous " f r e e  speech"  
movement i n  1964. But n o t  everyone  is e n t i t l e d  t o  f r e e  speech  there.  T h i s  
p a s t  Wednesday ( J a n u a r y  16 )  , America's Uni ted  N a t i o n s  Ambassador, J e a n  
K i r k p a t r i c k ,  c a n c e l e d  a lec ture  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a f t e r  s h e  
was met w i t h  h o o t i n g  and j e e r i n g  t h e  day  b e f o r e  a s  s h e  attempted to  e x p l a i n  

u n i v e r s i t y  spokesman s a i d  Mrs. K i r k p a t r i c k  was,  t h e  " t a r g e t  of d i s r u p t i v e  
attempts a t  h e r  lecture  [Tuesday]  a f t e r n o o n  on  campus" and was d r i v e n  from - t h e  s t age  a t  one  p o i n t .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f f i c i a l s  c a l l e d  t h e  o u t b u r s t s  a d e n i a l  
o f  t h e  Ambassador's r i g h t  t o  f r e e  speech .  

Ah, b u t  r i g h t s  for homosexuals ,  t h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  s t o r y .  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
is c o n s i d e r i n g  whether  or n o t  to  a c c e p t  a n  anonymous d o n o r ' s  o f f e r  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a scholarship f o r  p r o f e s s e d  homosexuals.  While t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
had i n d i c a t e d  i t  might  t u r n  down t h e  o f f e r ,  members of S t a n f o r d ' s  Gay and 
L e s b i a n  A l l i a n c e  are n a t u r a l l y  u r g i n g  a c c e p t a n c e .  

A s  f a r  a s  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  is conce rned ,  major ecumen ica l  r e l i g i o u s  
b o d i e s ,  such  as t h e  World C o u n c i l  o f  Churches (WCC) have  been r e c e n t l y  v e r y  
much i n  t h e  news, hav ing  been accused  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  an t i -Wes te rn  and ,  i n  
some cases, o p e n l y  Marxist r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements. Through i ts  Program to  
Combat R a c i s m  (PCR) t h e  WCC, s a i d  t h e  November 9 ,  1982 LOS ANGELES TIMES, 

... s i n c e  1970. . .has  g i v e n  more t h a n  $ 5  m i l l i o n  to  130 o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  t h a t  are o s t e n s i b l y  f i g h t i n g  racism. Nor d i d  t h e  c o u n c i l  
deny t h a t  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  money h a s  gone t o  g u e r r i l l a s  s e e k i n g  
v i o l e n t  ove r th row of e x i s t i n g  r eg imes  [such a s  SWAP0 i n  South  
West Afr ica] .  By c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  Program t o  Combat Racism, 
t h e  c o u n c i l  s a i d ,  "Donors do  n o t  e n d o r s e  v i o l e n c e ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  d o  
t h e y  p a s s  judgment on t h o s e  v i c t i m s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  who a re  d r i v e n  
t o  take up arms a s  a l a s t  resor t  t o  r e d r e s s  g r i e v a n c e s . "  

U.S. ' f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  C e n t r a l  America. A 

- 

The WCC a l s o  s u p p o r t s ,  among i ts  many programs,  t h e  " d e c o l o n i z a t i o n "  O f  
P u e r t o  Rico and " a b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s "  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  
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I n  A u s t r a l i a ,  Worst D r o u g h t  i n  H i s t o r y  Spawns Massive F i r e s  

On t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h e  worst d r o u g h t  i n  l i v i n q  memory i n  Aus t ra l ia - - some areas  
have  n o t  r e c e i v e d  r a i n  for 
f i r e s  i n  n e a r l y  50 y e a r s .  
d a t e d  Februa ry  1 7 ,  1983: 

W a l l s  o f  f i r e  r o a r e d  
t h e  second day  t o d a y ,  
n e a r l y  2 , 0 0 0  homes i n  

fou; years--have come t h e  most d e v a s t a t i n g  b r u s h  
Here is a report  r e c e i v e d  o v e r  o u r  UPX t e l e t y p e ,  

t h rough  two s o u t h e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  s t a t e s  f o r  
k i l l i n g  a t  l e a s t  69 p e o p l e  and d e s t r o y i n g  

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  worst b r u s h  f i r e s  i n  n e a r l y  50 
y e a r s .  A t  l e a s t  seven  small  towns were r e p o r t e d  t o  have  been  
t o t a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  i n  what a government  o f f i c i a l  c a l l e d  "% of - t h e  g rea tes t  t r a g e d i e s  i n  our h i s t o r y . "  A s t u n n e d  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  
Malcolm F r a s e r  toured s t r i c k e n  areas ,  some w h e r e  l o o t i n g  was re- 
p o r t e d ,  and c a l l e d  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  "a h o l o c a u s t . . . . "  

P r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  worst A u s t r a l i a n  bushf  i r e s  i n  t e r m s  of c a s u a l t i e s  
were recorded i n  1939,  when 7 1  p e r i s h e d  i n  Vic tor ia .  " B u t  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  l a n d  and homes i n  these i n c r e d i b l e  f i r e s  i n  t w o  
s t a t e s  fa r  e c l i p s e s  t h a t  '39 b l a z e  i n  Victor ia ,"  a spokesman f o r  
t h e  C e n t r a l  F i r e  A u t h o r i t y  s a i d .  

A d i s p a t c h  t h e  same day  o v e r  our AP machine r e p o r t e d  t h e '  f i r e  s c e n e  i n  t h i s  
manner : 

"I t  like 5 g i a n t  flame t h r o w e r , "  s a i d  one  weary f i r e f i g h t e r .  
"-e. wind was l i k e  i t  came from a huge h a i r  d r y e r , "  s a i d  a man who 
l o s t  h i s  house--one o f  3,000 homes d e s t r o y e d  i n  s e v e n  towns t h a t  
were consumed by wind-driven f l a m e s  Wednesday and Thursday .  

"The f i r e - h i t  areas  o f  V i c t o r i a  looked l i k e  t h e y  had been 
a t t a c k e d  by napalm,"  s a i d  Adm. S i r  James Murray, t h e  gove rnor  o f  
Victoria s ta te .  " A  p a n z e r  d i v i s i o n  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  c o u l d  n o t  have  
c a u s e d  so much damage," s a i d  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Malcolm F r a s e r  a f t e r  
a n  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r .  

More t h a n  4 , 0 0 0  f i r e f i g h t e r s ' h a d  most of t h e  f i r e s  under  c o n t r o l  
by Thursday.  The f l a m e s ,  fanned by g a l e - f o r c e  winds ,  d e v a s t a t e d  
2,600 s uare miles of d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n  f a rmland ,  f o r e s t  and s c r u b  
a l o n q  %-mile g s t re tch  of A u s t r a l i a ' s  s o u t h e a s t  coast  i n  t h e  
s ta tes  of South A u s t r a l i a  and Vic tor ia .  With t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e m i -  
s p h e r e ' s  summer a t  i ts  h e i g h t ,  t h e  worst d r o u g h t  A u s t r a l i a n  
h i s t o r y  spawned b r u s h  f i r e s  t h a t  60-mile winds from t h e  c e n t r a l  
desert  whipped th rough  t h e  A d e l a i d e  H i l l s  and down t h e  s o u t h  
coast p a s t  Melbourne - i n t o  t h e  Dandenong Ranges. The g a l e  winds 
s h o t  t o n g u e s  of f l ame  300 feet  th rough  p i n e  p l a n t a t i o n s  and euca- 
l y p t u s  f o r e s t s .  F u l l y  grown p i n e  trees snapped l i k e  m a t c h s t i c k s .  

A s  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  there  is  a " m o r a l i t y  c o n n e c t i o n "  between Aus- 
t r a l i a ' s  c u r r e n t  " t r i a l  by f i r e "  and social  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  
Pe rhaps  more on  t h a t  n e x t  t i m e  or sometime soon.  

--Gene H. Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


