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WHAT OUR
STUDENTS SAY

“Please let me say how very thankful 1 am that
I have been receiving the Bible correspondence
course. Lesson 23 has really helped me to under-
stand more about the meaning of God's Holy Days.
I see now how they all fit together.”
—E.C., Parkdale, Oregon

“My husband and I are studying Lesson 23. How
wonderful to learn how God’s plan is revealed by
seven annual festivals. Now we are also beginning to
understand the real meaning involved in keeping the
seventh-day Sabbath. We are looking forward to
Lesson 24 to learn how we can make God’s weekly
Sabbath a spiritual blessing and a delight.”

—Mrs. R.M., Twentynine Palms, California

“I just received Lesson 23 today and am sending
for the supplementary reading material so I can
study it all together. I am beginning to see the light
concerning a lot of things I have been taught to
believe that were not true, such as Sunday being
God's Sabbath.”

—C.H., Foley, Alabama

“I just received Lesson 23 of The Ambassador
College Bible Correspondence Course, | have
wished for a long time that you would have a study
on God's Holy Days. The Bible course has helped
me 50 much in my understanding of the Bible. |
can hardly wait for each lesson. When 1 sit down

to study, time seems to fly by.”
—K.F., Clarksville, Arkansas

“Thank you so very much for your Bible course.
I have learned more truth from my Bible study
with this course during the last three or four years
than during all of the rest of my life. May God
bless my sister for sending yvou my name. I cannot
tell vou how thankful I am.”
—L.B., Chicago, Illinois

How your enroliment
has been paid

Your enroliment is provided free of charge by the Worldwide Church
of God. It i made possiblea by the voluntary, freely given tithes and
offerings of the membership of the Church and others who have
slecied lo support the work of the Church. Those who wish 1o
voluntarlly ald and suppori this worldwide work of God are gladly
walcomed as co-warkers in this major affort to preach and publish
the Gospel o all nations.
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On the evening of the
Passover, an. 31, Jesus Christ

commanded His disciples to
observe this annual festival with new symbols in memory of His
approaching suffering and death. The following morming, Jesus
was crucified, and then buried just before sunset. The Garden
Tomb, located just outakde the Old City of Jerusalem, s where
some believe Jesus" body was placed, This lesson reveals exactly
how and why Christs sulfering and death are 1o be commemn-
rated by Christians today.

Ambsrssador Colisge
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PASSOVER

The Beginning of God’s Master Plan

Paul said Christ is ‘‘our passover’' sacrifice. What did he

mean? Most people assume that Christ's death FINISHED the

plan of God. Nothing could be further from the truth. Let’s
understand why.

s Jesus Christ was expiring His last breath on
the cross, He exclaimed: “It is finished”
{dohn 19:30). Traditional Christianity there-

fore has assumed that the death of Christ finished
God's plan of salvation.

But what was finished?

It was the work the Father commissioned Jesus
to do (John 17:4). That work included the sacrifice
of His life as “our passover” (I Cor. 5:7) to pay the
penalty of our sins.

But the death of Jesus did not finish the plan of
salvation! Not at all. It was only the beginning—
the first step in God's Master Plan.

Passover Pictured Christ's Sacrifice

The first Passover was observed by the ancient
Israelites just before their exodus from Egypt.
They had been slaves in Egypt for nearly a cenfury
before God freed them through a series of plagues
He caused to punish their Egyptian captors for
refusing to let them go. The 10th and last plague
was death for every firstborn in Egypt.

But none of the lsraelites were harmed.

GGod, through Moses, had instructed every Is-
raelite family in Egypt to sacrifice a lamb and
smear some of its blood on the doorposts of their

EGYPT —.Just before delivering the ancient Israelites from slavery in the land of Egypt, God instituted
the Passover—a foreshadow peinting to Jesus Christ's sacrilice to save us from the penalty of sin.
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houses. On the night this was done, the death
angel passed over every house marked with lamb's
blood.

God protected the ancient Israelites from phys-
ical death through a symbol—the blood of these
lambs. This was symbolic of the blood of Christ,
the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29), which would he
shed much later to make possible the spirifual
salvation of mankind.

With the institution of the Passover, God began
to reveal to His newly forming nation and congre-
gation (“church”—Acts 7:38) seven annual festi-
vals, and commanded that they be observed
forever.

Why These Festivals?

God's annual festivals and Holy Days have
tremendous spiritual meaning. They not only bring
His people together in holy convocations (com-
manded religious assemblies), but more impor-
tantly, they reveal His great Master Plan by which
He is fulfilling His awesome purpose for humanity!

The annual observances God instituted reveal a
step-by-step outline of how He 1s accomplishing
His supreme purpose. Each portrays a great event
in God’s plan for the salvation of all mankind.

But the vast majority are deceived by Satan, the
“god of this world” (II Cor. 4:4; Rev. 12:9). They
don’t understand the true way to salvation. That's
because they do not know what sin 1s, nor what its
penalty is. Consequently they don't really know
why man needs a Savior! The meaning of repen-
tance is not understood, or what God’s way of life
is all about. They don’t understand what God’s
Spirit is, why we need it, or how to receive it.

The religions of this world do not understand
the processes of spiritual begettal, growth and
birth into God's divine Family. They do not know
that God is now calling only a few into His Church,
or that those few are now being trained to rule in
Christ’'s soon-coming world-ruling government.
Nor do they realize that the vast “unsaved” major-
ity will be given their opportunity for salvation in
a later, more favorable age, when Christ and His
Spirit-born assistants are ruling the earth.

All this truth 1s pictured by God's annual festi-
vals and Holy Days! Those who faithfully observe
these commanded days are reminded of these spir-
itual truths every vear,

Just as the weekly Sabbath, if kept the way God
intended, keeps man in a right relationship with
his Creator and in the understanding of His great
purpose for mankind, so the annual festivals and

Sabbaths keep the Church in a right knowledge of

His plan. Any group that refuses to keep holy the
days God made holy is not in a right relationship
with God, and simply does not understand the true
way to salvation’

God's days are for God’s people—His Church. It
will be through His Church, during Christ's com-
ing reign on earth, that the rest of the world will
learn of these days and their vitally important
meaning for mankind.

New Testament Memorial
of Christ's Death

(rod commanded the ancient Israelites to ob-
serve the Passover as a vearly reminder of His
delivering their firstborn from death in Egypt.
Christians today are also commanded by God to
observe the Passover, with its New Testament
symbols of unleavened bread and wine, as a yvearly
reminder of His delivering them from the penalty
of eternal death through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, “our passover™ (1 Cor. 5:7), who became
the New Testament Passover “Lamb™ (John 1:29).

The Bible clearly shows that the death of Christ
is the first event, the first step, in God’s great plan
for eventually bringing thousands of millions into
His divine Family. The Passover, the first of God's
annual festivals, pictures that event. Jesus com-
manded that it be observed every vear, with new
symbaols, so we would always remember His great
sacrifice for us.

The Church Jesus built and promised to pre-
serve understands that the New Testament
Passover is the annual memorial of the suffering
and death of Jesus Christ—that it pictures our
being reconciled to God through a Savior who
rescued us from the penalty of our past sins.

But this deceived world does not understand the
real meaning of Christ’s sacrifice. Instead of keep-
ing the Passover, traditional Christianity observes
Faster, supposedly in honor of Chnist's resurrec-
tion. Yet the Bible nowhere commands us to cele-
brate His resurrection. And the world even has the
resurrection on the wrong day! (The origin of
Easter, and what the Bible says about this and
other religious holidays, will be covered in a future
lesson.)

God's Church has the precious knowledge of His
truth, and His Spirit-begotten children faithfully
observe all of His annual festivals!

You are about to begin a fascinating series of
lesgons that will thoroughly explain the meaning of
(God’s seven annual festivals and Holy Days. Let's
begin studying the details of the first step in God’s
marvelous Master Plan—the Passover.
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LESSON 25

Passover Lamb Prophetic of
Christ's Sacrifice

God's annual festivals are full of meaning. They
were given to teach us the knowledge of the seven
steps in God's plan for our spiritual salvation and
Sonship in His Family,

God first began to reveal His festivals and Holy
Days to the ancient Israelites while they were
slaves in Egypt. It was then that God commanded
His people to observe the Passover, Today, we can
understand that this festival pictures the first step
in God’s Master Plan.

The Old Testament Passover was a commemo-
ration of the first Passover God instituted for the
deliverance of the Israelites’ firstborn from the
plague of death. God had been pouring out His
plagues on Egypt to influence the Pharaoh to free
the Israelites so they could worship Him in the
wilderness (Exodus chapters 5 through 11).

We find the historical record of the
Passover in the 12th chapter of Exodus.

1. Before God delivered His people from slavery
in Egypt, did He reveal when the new vear should
begin? Ex. 12:1-2. What is the name of the first
month of the year as God counts time? Ex. 13:4.

first

SPRINGTIME — God commanded the |sraelites to
begin the new year in the spring.
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CoMMENT: The [sraelites had been in Egyptian
bondage for nearly a century. They were forced to
work seven days a week and adapt to the Egyptian
calendar and Egyptian holidays. It was now God's
time to reverse this situation and claim these
descendants of righteous Abraham as Hizs own
chosen people (Deut. 7:8). They needed a complete
reorganization of their social, religious and work
customs.

God began by correcting the way they were
keeping time. He commanded that the month Abib
(which came to be called Nisan after the Babylo-
nian captivity—Esther 3:7) be their first month.
“Abib" is derived from the Hebrew word aviv,
meaning “ears” or “green ears of grain." It is the
month in which green ears of grain ripen—barley
first, then winter wheat, which is usually still in
green ears when the barley ripens. Thus God’s
calendar begins in the spring in the Northern
Hemisphere,

It should be noted, however, that the civil New
Year celebrated by the Jews today is in the au-
tumn. Although the Jews use Abib as the first
month for religious reckoning, they use Tishri, the
seventh month of God's calendar, as the beginning
of the civil and governmental year.

As we learned in Lesson 23, God has used the
Jews to preserve the Hebrew scriptures and calen-
dar by which His Church, using the instructions
preserved in the Bible, can accurately calculate
when God's festivals are to be observed.

2. What was each Israelite family to do on the 10th
day of Abib? Ex. 12:3. Were they to select lambs
without any deformities, diseases or imperfections?
Verse 5. What is Jesus Christ called in John 1:29?
Were the Israelites’ lambs therefore prophetic of
Christ, our Savior “Lamb,” who was sinless —with-
out spiritual blemish or spot? I Pet. 1:19.

3. On what day of the first month were the
Israelites to slay the lambs they had selected? Ex.
12:6.

CoMMENT: The Hebrew from which “in the
evening” is translated literally means “between the
two evenings” (see margin of most King James
Versions), The Jewish Publication Society trans-
lated this phrase “at dusk” (1955 edition of The
Holy Scriptures) and “at twilight” (1962 edition).
To judge from this translation, the first evening is
when the sun goes over the horizon and the new
day begins; the second evening when it has become
dark and the stars are visible.
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