LESSON 21



WHAT OUR
STUDENTS SAY

“1 am enjoying the Bible correspondence course
vou are sending to me. Every time [ finish a lesson [
feel so alert and positive with the truth of Christ
and of the Kingdom. 1 am finally getting straight
answers to questions ['ve had, and answers to ques-
tions I've never thought of asking.”

—C.G., Tyngsboro, Massachusetts

“1 am thrilled with the lessons! 1 have been a
member of the Worldwide Church of God since
1970 and [ am still learning the deep, spiritual
intent of God's laws. Mr. Armstrong says we must
grow; this is one way to do it. Anyone who does not
take advantage of the correspondence course is
missing a great deal.”

—D.L., Fresno, California

“Yesterday, | received Lesson 15. It really is
amazing. | always wondered what our features will
look like in the resurrection of the just. My ques-
tion was answered in this lesson.”

A.S., Jamaica, New York

“I just wanted to express my appreciation for all
the lessons | have been receiving. Lesson 12 was
absolutely fantastic. It brought to mind all the
things | have been learning. It also put together
what the Christian life is all about. I'm glad that
the lessons will continue. One can never stop learn-
ing about the Bible.”

—J.T., Lake Hiawatha, New Jersey

“I have just completed correspondence course
Liesson 11, and feeling it 18 of eternal necessity that
I follow what Christ has told me to do through His
Word so clearly explained in all the lessons, I want
to seek counsel and water baptism. Please rush me
the name and telephone number of God's true min-
ister in my area.’

—G.R., APO San Francisco, California

How your enroliment
has been paid

Your enroliment is provided free of charge by Uhe Worldwide Church of
God, It is made possible by the woluntary, freely given tithes and
offerings of the membership of lhe Church and olhers whe have
elected o support the work of the Church. Those who wish to volun-
tarily aid and support this worldwide work of God are gladly welcomed
as co-workers in this major eforl to preach and publish the Gospel to
ail nations.,
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Out of & crowd of 100,004
pecple, such as theae foothall
fans ot the Hose Bowl in Pasa-
denn, Californin, only a feny frection are now called by God o
understand the way to salvation. Are the rest "lost™? Surprising-
by, masd whas have ever lived are neither lost nor saved? They will
receive Lheir opportunity for salvation later—when Christ is rul-
ing the earth and Satan is restrained, After being resurrected 1o
mvartal life, they will be given understanding of God's Lruse way Lo
salvation. This lesson gives the details from the Hible.
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ISTHISTHE ONLY
DAY OF SALVATION!

Modern Christianity teaches that there are only two classes of

people—the LOST and the SAVED. But what about those who

die never having heard the name of Christ? Would God be fair to
condemn them?

T 15 commonly believed that God is desperately
]:tr:.-'in;{ to save the world now. That He is strug-

gling with Satan to save all mankind now, while
the devil is feverishly trying to keep as many as he
can “lost"” forever.

If this is true, who do you think is winning?

If God and Satan are in a titanic battle for
human lives, and if God is as all-powerful as the
Bible reveals, then why is five-gixths of the world
non-Christian today? And why have thousands of
millions already died without ever having had a
chance to be saved?

False Assumptions!

Many sermons have been preached based on the
premise that “there is no middle ground. Either
yvou are this minute saved, or vou're a lost soul!”

Many people have grieved over dead loved ones
who had never made a profession of Christ. Per-
haps over one who was a terrible sinner; perhaps
over one who lived a “good” life, but never became
an active church member. Still others grieve
because they are not sure whether some loved one
died “saved.”

AWAITING RESURRECTION—Millions throughout history died without bacoming true Christians. Other
millions died knowing nothing of salvation. Modern religion teaches they are all lost, but the Bible does notl
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Satan’s Deceptions :
Began Millennia Ago
For nearly 6,000 years, God has allowed Satan to 5
deceive the world through false beliefs and practices, £
such as the worship of idols made of wood and stone, f

and honoring ''departed souls” of the dead.

The teaching that a person is either saved or lost
comes from the assumption that God is out to save
the world now—that the mission of the Church is
to save mankind now—that this is the “only day of
salvation,” and that this time is just about over.

These assumptions are all absolutely false!

Why Most Have Not Understood

The vast majority of people have never heard the
true Gospel—the good news of the coming King-
dom of God. And of those who have heard it, most
have not understood that message because Satan
has deceived them (Rev. 12:9). Therefore, they
never had a chance to understand and be saved!

Are they all, through no fault of their own, “lost™
forever?

Shocking as it may sound, God does not intend
for everyone to understand His truth at this time!
If He did, they would understand!

Many think that Jesus spoke in parables to make
His meaning clearer. This was not the reason. He
spoke in parables to hide His real meaning so most
of His hearers would not understand. After Jesus
had spoken the parable of the sower, He plainly

told His disciples whom He had called, “It is not
given™ to the rest (those who had not then been
called) to understand the truth about the Kingdom
of God. They were not permitted to understand!
(Mark 4:10-12; Matt. 13:10-13.)

God has allowed the vast majority of humanity
to be blind to His truth. He has allowed Satan to
deceive the whole world. It is God’s purpose and
plan that, until Christ returns, only those whom He
specially calls (John 6:44, 65) can understand the
true way of salvation.

As we learned in the previous lesson, the future
members of God's Family will be the kings, priests,
teachers and administrators in His soon-coming
world-ruling government. Only a comparatively
few are now being called to fill these positions.
They are receiving the training necessary to pre-
pare them to teach all mankind when God’s King-
dom is set up, with world-ruling headquarters in
Jerusalem.

Everyone to Be Called

God reveals in His inspired Word—the Holy
Bible—that those He has not vet called have not
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lost their opportunity for salvation. God is not in
the process of saving everyone now.

After Christ returns and establishes the King-
dom of God on earth, He will then begin to teach
the way of salvation to millions. They will have
their calling and opportunity to understand God's
truth and he born into His Family during the Mil-
lennium.

But what about the multiple thousands of mil-
lions who have already died without ever hearing or
understanding the way of salvation? After the Mil-
lennium, they will be resurrected to mortal life and
given their opportunity to understand God’s truth,
to be begotten by God's Spirit, to grow in His

character, and to become Spirit-born members of
His ruling Family.

(God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34),
Everyone will ultimately be called and given an
opportunity to receive salvation! God is absolutely
fair!

The truth about this important subject is plainly
revealed in the pages of your Bible. So be sure to
look up and read each verse given in answer to the
guestions. Don’t just read this lesson—prove the
truth from the Bible. *Prove all things; hold fast
that which is good™ (I Thess. 5:21).

Let's begin this eve-opening and encouraging
study of God's Word,

LESSON 21

Why This World Is Blinded

God, the Ruler of the entire universe, assigned
the archangel known as Lucifer to administer
(God’s government on thiz earth. But Lucifer
rebelled against the government of God, and so
God changed his name to Satan, which means
adversary, competitor, enemy.

But God has not vet taken away Satan's throne
of authority. According to God's plan, He has
allowed Satan to continue ruling the earth until his
successor, Jesus Christ, is officially installed by
Grod in that office of anthority,

In previous studies we learned that Satan subtly
deceived Eve in the Garden of Eden. Satan did not
tell Eve: “Choose my government and my way of
vanity and self-centeredness, and reject God.” He
tempted her with the beauty of the forbidden tree,
appealed to her intellectual vanity, implied that
(God wasn't fair to withhold certain knowledge, and
told her she wouldn't die (Gen. 3:1-6), assuring her
she was already an immortal soul dwelling in a
material body.

Kve was thoroughly deceived into believing
Satan and disbhelieving God. She ate the forbidden
fruit and gave some of it to her husband to eat also.
Thus Adam willingly, but not willfully, disobeyed
GGod. When Adam took the forbidden fruit, he took
to himself the authority to determine the spiritual
knowledge of pood and evil. He appropriated the
prerogative of deciding what is good and evil—
what is right and wrong—what is righteousness
and what is sin. But Adam did not have this ability
of himself.

Thus the first human disbelieved and disobeyed

God, choosing to go his own way and do his own
thing. When Adam chose to reject God's authority,
he rejected revealed spiritual knowledge from God,
He chose instead to follow Satan's self-oriented
way of life—his way of “get"” as opposed to God's
way of “give.” Consequently, all mankind, except
for a few God has specially chosen to call out of
Satan’s world, has been deceived by Satan for
almost 6,000 years.

Stated another way, our first parents were “kid-
napped” by Satan, and followed the way of life of
the kidnapper rather than their potential spiritual
Father, whom they dishelieved and disobeyed.

By following Satan’s way and rejecting God,
Adam in effect chose Satan as the “god” of man-
kind. And the Bible shows that God has allowed
Satan to influence and deceive mankind ever since
Adam ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

Let’s review a few of the scriptures proving these
facts.

1. Is Satan the god of this world? 11 Cor. 4:4. Has
he blinded people to God's truth? Same verse. Is
Satan also the prince of the power of the air? Eph.
2:2. Does he influence, or “work in,” the disobe-
dient? Same verse. Has he indeed deceived the
world? Rev. 12:9.

CommMENT: Satan, the “prince of the power of the
air,” influences mankind by “broadcasting” his
moods and attitudes of vanity and selfishness to
the human spirit in each individual. Humans
unwittingly accept and express these attitudes as
their own. “Human nature” is actually Satan’s
nature expressed in humans. Because they have
been deceived, they are unaware of this spiritual
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